[Symptomless gallstone disease--when to treat surgically?].
The cholecystolithiasis is the symptom of a disease. Recent radiological procedures, above all sonography, can be helpful not only in more frequent detection of gallstones, but they can also provide information, even without clinical symptoms, on pathological changes to gallbladder and biliary tracts. However, early diagnosis of carcinoma of the gallbladder still is rare. Mortality of gallbladder carcinoma has remained unchanged in the Federal Republic of Germany over the past ten years, whereas mortality following cholecystolithiasis has been lowered due to progress in medicine. The surgical risk rises along with age and is low up before 60 years. Indication for cholecystectomy continues to be a highly individual decision which should be considered with particular caution in cases of "asymptomatic" gallstones.